
 

 

 

  

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

  

As we come to the end of a long and busy half term, I want to take a moment to reflect 

on just how much our children have achieved and how proud we are of them all.  Every 

day, they continue to live out our school vision — growing hearts, growing minds, growing 

dreams — in everything they do.  Whether it’s through their kindness towards others, their 

determination in lessons or their enthusiasm for new challenges, our pupils consistently show 

what it means to be part of our Manuden community.  None of this would be possible 

without our wonderful teaching staff, whose care, dedication and creativity make such a 

difference each day.  I would also like to thank our parents, carers and the wider Manuden 

community for their ongoing support, encouragement and involvement in school life.  

Together, we continue to make Manuden a truly special place to learn and grow. 

 

Manuden’s Harvest Highlights 

Our Harvest celebrations this year were a fantastic 

occasion!  On Friday 17th October, we were treated to a 

wonderful Harvest Breakfast, lovingly organised by our 

amazing PFA - a huge thank you to them for all their hard 

work, support and for making it such a warm and 

welcoming event for our children and families. The morning 

led perfectly into our Harvest Assembly, which was a true 

celebration of creativity, community and fun.  The children 

amazed us with their beautiful artwork, thoughtful poems 

and heartfelt songs - all reflecting the spirit of harvest and 

gratitude.  Heath and Joe set the assembly off with their 

signature humour during their opening introduction, 

keeping everyone smiling from start to finish!  We were also 

grateful to Rev Gary for sharing his reflections and 

thoughtful remarks, which added a lovely sense of meaning 

and reflection to the event. 

 

Hawk Owl Class reminded us of all about the importance of 

giving back and we are still collecting donations for the 

local food bank.  We will keep donations open until after 

half term, so if you haven’t yet had a chance to contribute, 

there is still time to bring in items and help support families in 

our community who may need a little extra this season.  
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Thank you again to everyone - staff, children, parents, and the PFA - for making our Harvest 

celebrations so memorable and full of joy. 

 

Celebrating Black History Week 

During the week beginning Monday 6th October, 

we celebrated Black History Week at our school, 

culminating in a special assembly on Friday 10th 

October led by our History subject lead, Mr 

Chesterman. Throughout the week, our pupils 

explored the lives and achievements of 

remarkable individuals such as Rosa Parks, Sir 

Trevor McDonald, Nelson Mandela and Katherine 

Johnson. 

Pupils learned about Rosa Parks in Pygmy Owl Class, who became a symbol of courage 

and determination when she refused to give up her seat on a bus, helping to spark the civil 

rights movement in the United States.  Tawny Owl Class explored the incredible work of 

Katherine Johnson, whose pioneering contributions to 

mathematics and NASA helped send astronauts safely 

into space, demonstrating how persistence and 

intelligence can change the world. 

The week also highlighted Nelson Mandela, studied by 

Hawk Owl Class, who devoted his life to fighting for 

equality and justice in South Africa, showing the 

impact of resilience, forgiveness and leadership in 

creating positive change.  Finally, Eagle Owl Class 

learned about Sir Trevor McDonald, a trailblazing journalist and broadcaster whose 

dedication and professionalism opened doors for greater 

diversity in media, helping pupils reflect on the importance of 

representation and the power of telling stories that matter. 

These inspiring stories gave our children the opportunity to 

reflect on courage, determination and the impact that one 

person can have on society.  While Black History Week offers 

a dedicated time to focus on these important contributions - 



learning about the histories, cultures and achievements of people from diverse 

backgrounds is an integral part of our curriculum all year round.  This ensures that pupils 

develop a broad understanding of the world, respect for others and a genuine 

appreciation of the diverse voices that shape our society. 

Supporting Every Learner: SEN at Our School 

At our school, we are committed to ensuring that all children, 

including those with additional needs, can access high-quality 

learning alongside their peers.  Over the past term, we have been 

developing new systems and processes to further strengthen our 

support for pupils with Special Educational Needs (SEN), with a 

focus on Quality First Teaching - ensuring lessons are carefully 

planned to meet the needs of all learners. 

Many of the strategies that support our SEN pupils are “ordinarily 

available” approaches - what works for children with additional needs often benefits all 

pupils.  From adaptive lessons to targeted scaffolding, we aim to create a classroom 

environment where every child can thrive.  Visitors regularly comment on how effectively 

we enable children with SEN to participate fully in lessons alongside their peers. 

In line with the updated Ofsted framework, we are proud of the systems already in place. 

Inclusive teaching, early identification of needs and ongoing monitoring ensure that every 

child can access the curriculum effectively, with meaningful interventions and support 

when needed. 

Our staff will also be engaging with training on neurodiversity during the second part of the 

Autumn term, ensuring we continue to meet the evolving needs of our pupils with 

knowledge and understanding. 

To strengthen partnership with parents, we are hosting a Coffee Morning for SEN Families 

on Tuesday 11th November, hosted by Mrs Jarmain, our SENCo.  This is an opportunity to 

share information, celebrate successes and discuss how we can continue to work together 

to support every child. 

We are proud of the way our whole school community works together to ensure every child 

can access learning, develop their strengths and feel valued.  Supporting children with 

additional needs is at the heart of our inclusive approach and something we celebrate 

every day. 

2Johns Online Safety Workshops – 6th November 2025 

Next term, all our pupils will be taking part in the 2Johns 

Online Safety sessions on Thursday 6th November.  These 

sessions are designed to help children understand the 

digital world safely, exploring important topics such as 

screen time, online behaviour and staying safe on social 

media. 



We are also offering a parent session online in the evening, giving you the opportunity to 

learn practical ways to support your child at home.  Attending this session is highly 

recommended, as it will provide strategies for monitoring online activity, setting healthy 

boundaries and understanding the challenges children face in a digital environment. 

 

We all understand the impact of excessive screen time on mental health, sleep and overall 

wellbeing.  The parent session will also include discussion of the TV programme 

“Adolescence”, which offers insight into the pressures young people face today and ways 

to support them.  I hope you will be able to attend - we will send the link out after the half 

term break. 

 

Reception 2026 Open Morning 
We are looking forward to welcoming prospective families to our Reception 2026 Open 

Morning on Tuesday 4th November.  This is a wonderful opportunity for parents and carers 

of children due to start school in September 2026 to visit Manuden Primary, meet the staff 

and pupils, and see our engaging classrooms in action. 

If you know families who have a child due to start school next year, please do share this 

date with them — we would love them to come along and experience what makes our 

school such a special place to learn and grow. 

I hope everyone enjoys a well-deserved, restful half term break. Thank you for your 

continued support and I look forward to welcoming all our pupils back refreshed and ready 

for an exciting second half of the term.  

Have a lovely Half term break. 

Best regards – 

Andrew Price 

Headteacher  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Week beginning Monday 3rd November 2025 = Week 1 

of the 2nd Half Autumn Term Menus (see below) 

 



After School Clubs List for the Autumn Term 2025 
Clubs marked with £ require fees 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Day Club Years Times Teacher 03/11 10/11 17/11 24/11 

Monday Karate £ R to 6 
3:15pm-

4:00pm 

Chelsea Sydes 

CHKA Karate 
Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Tuesday 
Stingers 

Netball 
5 &6 

3:15pm-

4:15pm 
Miss Grant Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Tuesday 
KS1 Football 

Skills 
1 & 2 

3:15pm-

4:15pm 
Miss Evans Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Wednesday 

Musical 

Theatre Choir 

£ 

1 to 6 
3:15pm-

4:15pm 

Rosie James 

DeRosa Music  
Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Wednesday Sewing £ 2 to 6 
3:15pm-

4:15pm 

Mrs Ingham   

& Mrs Parr 
Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Wednesday 
KS2 Football 

Training  
3 to 6 

3:15pm-

4:15pm 

Mr Chesterman 

& Mr Price  
NO Yes Yes Yes 

Thursday 
Street Dance 

£ 
R to 3 

3:15pm-

4:00pm 

Jess Smith 

Jenny Myhill 

Dance 

Yes Yes Yes Yes 

Friday Hockey 4 to 6 
3:15pm-

4:15pm 

Mrs Fox @ 

MVCC Muga 
Yes Yes Yes Yes 



Diary Dates for the Autumn Term 2025 
New/Amended Dates in RED 

Tuesday 4th November  R26 Open Morning 9:30-11:30am 

Wednesday 5th November  Stansted Y3/4 Dodgeball at FHS 1:00-3:30pm 

Thursday 6th November  Online Safety Training with The Two Johns – details to follow 

Friday 7th November  English Showcase Morning from 9am – details to follow 

Monday 10th November CPR Training for Year 6  

Tuesday 11th November  SEN Coffee Morning for SEN Families at 9am 

Wednesday 12th November  Posiive Noticing Day 

Thursday 13th November  Odd Sock Day for Anti-Bullying Week 

Thursday 13th November  Stansted Y5/6 Dodgeball at FHS 1:00-3:30pm  

Friday 14th November  PFA Movie Night 3:30-5pm 

Wednesday 19th November  Parent Coffee & Questions with HT at 2:30pm 

Friday 5th December  PFA Christmas Fayre – details to follow  

Tuesday 9th December  Pygmy Owl & Tawny Owl Class Nativity Play at 5pm  

Thursday 11th December  Pygmy Owl & Tawny Owl Class Nativity Play at 2pm  

Monday 15th December  Christingle Service in the Church at 1:30pm 

Tuesday 16th December  Christmas Jumper Day and School Christmas Lunch 

Tuesday 16th December  Santa Dash with Jackie Coleman 

Thursday 18th December  Whole School Panto Trip to Harlow Playhouse ‘Sleeping Beauty’  

Friday 19th December  Last Day of Term – FINISH AT 1:30PM 

22nd December to 2nd January  CHRISTMAS SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Monday 5th January 2026 INSET (Non Pupil) Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 


